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On Feb. 4, in its final act before adjourning, the Haitian parliament passed a new electoral law, thus
averting a constitutional crisis and paving the way for legislative and local elections. On Feb. 20,
after receiving the bill, President Jean Bertrand Aristide announced June 4 as the election date. On
the same day, the government ordered the retirement of most military officers as another step in
reducing the power of the military.
Haiti's volatile Chamber of Deputies met for the last time on Feb. 4, and until the last minute it
was unclear whether it would pass the necessary legislation to set the electoral process in motion.
The electoral law had to be passed before the Provisional Electoral Council could draw up the
regulations and set the date for electing the nearly 2,200 national and local officials whose terms
expired on Feb. 4. The entire 83-seat Chamber of Deputies and two-thirds of the 27-member Senate
seats are now vacant. In addition, 137 mayors and 565 town council members will be elected in June
(see NotiSur, 01/27/95).
The Chamber of Deputies had passed one version of the law in late January. However, it was
rejected as "undemocratic" by the Senate. Controversial provisions included the requirement
that priests and pastors relinquish their religious duties one year before running for office and
that candidates for both houses have a certain level of education. The compromise eliminated the
educational requirements and only stipulated that priests and pastors resign before registering as
candidates.
During the just-ended four-year congressional term, the legislature was the scene of frequent verbal
and physical battles, including one incident just after Aristide was overthrown when the military
entered the legislative chamber and sprayed it with gunfire. Many observers have characterized
the body as "dysfunctional," charging that corruption was rampant among the lawmakers who
seemed more interested in lining their pockets than passing laws. However, despite their reputation,
deputies rallied on the last day to pass the election legislation. If they had failed to do so, it would
have triggered a constitutional crisis.
After heated debate, the Chamber passed the law just hours before adjournment and sent it to
the executive for promulgation. US State Department spokeswoman Christine Shelley praised the
action of the legislators, calling it a demonstration of their "spirit of reconciliation and constructive
cooperation." On Feb. 20, Anselme Remy, president of the Provisional Electoral Council, announced
that elections would be held on June 4, with a second round set for June 25 for all major offices in
which no candidate takes more than 50% of the vote. Voter registration will take place between
March 26 and April 17, and the electoral campaign will be carried out between April 24 and June 2.
Because many people were forced into exile during the military regime, the residency requirement
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to vote or to run for office will be only 3 months. Remy said elections will be "totally free and
independent."
The election results will largely determine how effective Aristide will be in promoting his policies
during his last year in office. The most important political groups vying in the elections include:
the progressive Organisation Politique Lavalas (OPL) and Front National pour le Changement
et la Democratie (FNCD); the centrist Mouvement pour l'Instauration de la Democratie en Haiti
(MIDH) and Parti Agricole et Industriel National (PAIN); social democrat parties Comite National
du Congres des Mouvements Democratiques (KONAKOM) and Parti Nationaliste Progressiste
Revolutionaire (PANPRA); the Christian democrat Rassemblement des Democrates Nationaux
Progressistes (RDNP) and Parti Democratique Chretien d'Haiti (PDCH); rightist Mobilisation pour
le Developpement National (MDN); and the neoduvalist Mouvement Koumbite National (MKN).
Meanwhile, on the same day that the government announced the date of elections, the president
announced the forced retirement of 43 military officers, including all four of the country's remaining
generals and most other officers above the rank of major. Included in the purge was Col. Pierre
Neptune, recently appointed head of the interim national police force and Aristide supporter. In
addition, the move eliminated all the officers who participated in the 1991 coup that overthrew
Aristide. "The government's decision to remove them was part of the reorganization of the Haitian
army," said presidential spokesperson Yvon Neptune. "It's part of the goal to keep the army at
a very minimum level and to give the new police force the responsibility of enforcing law in the
country."
Since returning to office following the Sept. 15, 1994, US-led invasion, Aristide has reduced the size
of the army from 7,500 to 1,500 members. However, many grassroots organizations are pressuring
Aristide to abolish the army entirely (see NotiSur, 12/09/95). During the three-year military regime
that followed the 1991 coup, the military and their paramilitary allies were responsible for more
than 4,000 deaths. (Sources: Associated Press, 02/03/95; Agence France- Presse, 02/08/95, 02/20/95;
Spanish news service EFE, 02/20/95; Reuter, 02/03/95, 02/04/95, 02/21/95; New York Times, 02/22/95)
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